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abstract: Childhood play is a critical component that contributes
to the language competences of children. Developmental theory
highlights the importance of social interactions during
caregiver-child play in fostering language acquisition of children
(Vygotsky, 1978). The inclusions of conventional toys, such as
blocks and puzzles, have been accredited to promoting
language development in children by encouraging the use of
scaffolding techniques by the caregiver (Wood, Bruner, & Ross,
1976). However, as society places more emphasis on technology
in all aspects of life, the incorporation of technological toys as a
learning medium remains inconclusive. The purpose of this
study was to investigate the use of the VINCI tablet on language
acquisition of children in order to assess (1) whether there are
differences in caregiver speech when either a traditional or
technological toy is used during play and (2) what aspects of
caregiver speech vary. We found that the use of the VINCI tablet
resulted in higher Preschool Learning Scales Fifth Edition (PLS-5)
post-test scores in comparison to the...
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