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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Defense Production Act (DPA) of 1950 (P.L. 81-774, 50 U.S.C. Appx
2061 et seq.), as amended, confers upon the President a broad set of authorities to influence domestic industry
in the interest of national defense. The authorities can be used across the federal government to shape the
domestic industrial base so that, when called upon, it is capable of providing essential materials and goods
needed for the national defense. Though initially passed in response to the Korean War, the DPA is historically
based on the War Powers Acts of World War II. Gradually, Congress has expanded the term national defense, as
defined in the DPA, so that it now includes activities related to homeland security and domestic emergency
management. The scope of DPA authorities extends beyond shaping U.S. military preparedness and
capabilities, as the authorities may also be used to enhance and support domestic preparedness, response, and
recovery from natural hazards, terrorist attacks, and other national emergencies. The authorities of the DPA
are generally afforded to the President in statute. The President, in turn, has delegated these authorities to
department and agency heads in Executive Order 13603, National Defense Resource Preparedness, issued in
2012. While the authorities are most frequently used by, and commonly associated with, the Department of
Defense, they can be, and have been, used by numerous other executive departments and agencies. Since 1950,
the DPA has been reauthorized over 50 times, though significant authorities were terminated from the original
law in 1953. Congress last reauthorized the DPA in 2014 (P.L. 113- 172). This reauthorization amended some of
the current DPA authorities and extended the termination of the act by five years, until September 30,...
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