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the Southern roses which his mother loved, was enough to forge the first link in the chain, --and who can
explain the ways by which love goes toward its mark, or tell why and whither it is sent Aunt Eleanor noted his
attentions with approval. -With that comfortable assurance which older people frequently display in arranging
the lives of young persons for their own good, she had already settled the matter in her own mind. Any girl
might feel honoured by the attentions of a man like Mr. Armstrong, she assured me severely one aCernoon,
when she detected me in deliberately hiding myself to avoid an invitation to walk with that gentleman. A little
snubbing wont hurt him any, I answered, flippantly. Hes a man who takes an awful lot for granted, auntie;
besides, doesnt it strike you that hes a little old He isnt much more than forty years old, --a man in the very
prime of life, a man with a future before him, she said, in her most impressive manner. And one behind him,
too, I suggested, mischievously. Thats just what I object to I wonder that such a man can see anything to admire
in a chit like you, Aunt Eleanor went on, raising her voice...
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