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address these and related questions, the Economic Research Service (ERS) of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) asked the Committee on National Statistics to convene a panel of experts to provide advice
for improving the data infrastructure on food consumption and nutrition. The panel was charged to review
data needs to support research and decision making for food and nutrition policies and programs in USDA and
to assess the adequacy of the current data infrastructure and recommend enhancements to improve it. The
primary basis for the panel s deliberations, given limited resources, was a workshop on Enhancing the Data
Infrastructure in Support of Food and Nutrition Programs, Research, and Decision Making, which the panel
convened on May 27-28, 2004. This report is based on the discussions at the workshop and the deliberations of...
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